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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The information disclosure statement filed September 12, 2003, fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1.98(a)(3) because it does not include a concise explanation of the relevance, as it is 
presently understood by the individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) most knowledgeable about 
the content of the information, of each patent listed that is not in the English language. It has 
been placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein has not been 
considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

As per Claim 1 , claim 1 recites the limitation "the customer" in line 17 of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

As per Claim 3 , claim 3 recites the limitation "the channel price" in line 3 of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 
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Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed inventions are directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. In order to be patentable, an invention involving a mathematical 
algorithm must produce a useful, concrete, and tangible result. State Street Bank & Trust Co. v. 
Signature FinanciaTGroup Inc. , 47 USPQ2d 1596, 1600-1601 (Fed. Cir. 1998). The inventions 
of these claims do not produce tangible results, for example, some sort of perceivable 
communication that transmits their calculated quotations to a user. This could be a step 
producing a chart, printout, or computer monitor display; however, there are no such outputs in 
these claims. Therefore, these claims do not produce tangible results and are not patentable. 

6. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. The claim is directed to a computer program, without the computer- 
readable medium needed to realize the computer program's functionality. Therefore, the claim is 
directed to nonstatutory functional descriptive material. See MPEP 2106(IV)(B)(l)(a). 

Examiner recommends that the word "medium" in line 1 of the claim be replaced with ~ 
computer-readable medium- to help overcome this rejection. 

Claim Rejections ~ 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language.. 
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8. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hare et al., U.S. 
Patent No. 6,850,900 Bl. 

As per Claim 1 , Hare et al. discloses: 

- a system for management of quotations (column 4, line 47, through column 6, line 10; 
column 13, line 63, through column 14, line 24; buyers can view product information which 
includes prices); 

- a database for storing information on channel products and contracts, preset formulas, 
and quotations (Figure 1 ; column 4, line 47, through column 6, line 10; column 9, lines 26-61; 
column 13, line 63, through column 14, line 24; column 16, line 55, through column 17, line 12; 
column 18, lines 33-48; column 25, lines 54-67; column 27, lines 1-12; computer system is 
capable of generating correct prices [quotations]; the procedure to generate a price would be a 
formula; prices can be preset); 

- an application server for receiving input information, processing the information, and 
generating quotations (column 4, line 47, through column 6, line 10; column 11, line 48, through 
column 12, line 35; column 13, line 63, through column 14, line 24; buyers can access and view 
product information which includes prices); 

- the application server comprising an information maintaining module for adding, 
modifying, searching, and deleting information on channel products and contracts stored in the 
database (Figure 1; column 4, line 47, through column 6, line 10; column 9, lines 26-61; column 
11, line 48, through column 12, line 35; column 13, line 63, through column 14, line 24; column 
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16, line 55, through column 17, line 12; column 18, lines 33-48; column 25, lines 54-67; column 
27, lines 1-12; information regarding products and contracts can be retrieved and modified); 

- a standard price confirming module for confirming a standard price of each product, 
wherein the standard price is an average price of each channel product (column 4, line 47, 
through column 6, line 10; column 13, line 63, through column 14, line 24; column 16, line 55, 
through column 17, line 12; standard price corresponds to non-contract price; reference provides 
prices for both contract and non-contract items; an item may be defined as having a set default 
price, which would be equal to an average price for that item, where there are no other pricing 
rules defined for that item); 

- a contract price confirming module for confirming a contract price of each product, 
wherein the contract price is an average price of each contract product (column 4, line 47, 
through column 6, line 10; column 13, line 63, through column 14, line 24; column 16, line 55, 
through column 17, line 12; reference provides prices for both contract and non-contract items; 
an item may be defined as having a set price, which would be equal to an average price for that 
item, where there are no other pricing rules defined for that item); 

- a quoted price confirming module for comparing the standard price and the contract 
price of the product and confirming a quoted price (column 4, line 47, through column 6, line 10; 
column 13, line 63, through column 14, line 24; column 22, lines 34-47; column 25, lines 54-67; 
standard price corresponds to non-contract price; buyers can view product information which 
includes prices; buyers can compare prices for on-contract and off-contract items; system must 
compare on-contract and off-contract prices when generating a quotation in that the system must 
decide whether on-contract or off-contract price applies to a given quotation request); 
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- a quotation generating module for generating a quotation, transmitting the quotation to 
the customer and storing the quotation in the database (Figure 1 ; column 4, line 47, through 
column 6, line 10; column 9, lines 26-61; column 13, line 63, through column 14, line 24; 
column 16, line 55, through column 17, line 12; column 18, lines 33-48; column 25, lines 54-67; 
column 27, lines 1-12; buyers can view product information which includes prices; item 
information, such as prices, are stored in system databases); 

- a plurality of client computers for providing interfaces for users to maintain information 
(Figure 1; column 11, line 49, through column 12, line 34; column 14, line 59, through column 
15, line 10; client/server architecture; for example, supplier information is maintained via 
updates). 

As per Claim 2 , Hare et al. further discloses wherein the information maintaining module 
comprises: a channel product information maintaining sub-module for adding, modifying, 
searching, and deleting information in a channel product information table stored in the database; 
and a contract information maintaining sub-module for adding, modifying, searching, and 
deleting information in a contract information table stored in the database (Figure 1 ; column 4, 
line 47, through column 6, line 10; column 6, lines 49-67; column 9, lines 26-61; column 11, line 
48, through column 12, line 35; column 13, line 63, through column 14, line 24; column 16, line 
55, through column 17, line 12; column 18, lines 33-48; column 18, line 66, through column 19, 
line 19; column 25, lines 54-67; column 27, lines 1-12; information regarding products and 
contracts can be retrieved and modified). 
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As per Claim 3 , Hare et al. further discloses wherein the standard price confirming 
module comprises: a channel price searching sub-module for searching the channel price of a 
product; and a standard price calculating sub-module for calculating the standard price of the 
channel product according to the information and the preset formulas stored in the database 
(Figure 1; column 4, line 47, through column 6, line 10; column 13, line 63, through column 14, 
line 24; column 16, line 55, through column 17, line 12; column 25, lines 54-67; column 27, 
lines 1-12). 

As per Claims 4 , Hare et al further discloses wherein the contract price confirming 
module comprises: a customer contract searching sub-module for searching the contract price of 
a product stored in the database; and a contract price calculating sub-module for calculating the 
average price of the contract product according to the information stored in the database and 
storing the contract price of the contract product in the database (Figure 1 ; column 4, line 47, 
through column 6, line 10; column 13, line 63, through column 14, line 24; column 16, line 55, 
through column 17, line 12; column 18, lines 33-48; column 22, lines 33-47; column 25, lines 
54-67). 

As per Claims 5 and 9, Hare et al. discloses: 

- a method for management of quotations (column 4, line 47, through column 6, line 10; 
column 13, line 63, through column 14, line 24; buyers can view product information which 
includes prices); 
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- maintaining information on channel products and contracts (Figure 1; column 4, line 47, 
through column 6, line 10; column 6, lines 49-67; column 9, lines 26-61; column 11, line 48, 
through column 12, line 35; column 13, line 63, through column 14, line 24; column 16, line 55, 
through column 17, line 12; column 18, lines 33-48; column 18, line 66, through column 19, line 
19; column 25, lines 54-67; column 27, lines 1-12; information regarding products and contracts 
can be retrieved and modified); 

- determining whether there are any relevant contracts relating to a particular customer 
stored in a database (Figure 1; column 18, lines 33-48; column 25, lines 54-67); 

- confirming a standard price for each channel product if there are no contracts relating to 
the customer stored in the database (Figure 1 ; column 4, line 47, through column 6, line 10; 
column 13, line 63, through column 14, line 24; column 16, line 55, through column 17, line 12; 
column 18, lines 33-48; column 25, lines 54-67; buyers can view product information which 
includes prices; standard price corresponds to non-contract price; an item may be defined as 
having a set default price); 

- confirming a contract price for each contract product if there are one or more contracts 
relating to the customer stored in the database (Figure 1 ; column 4, line 47, through column 6, 
line 10; column 13, line 63, through column 14, line 24; column 18, lines 33-48; column 25, 
lines 54-67; buyers can view product information which includes prices); 

- confirming a quoted price according to the standard price or the contract price (Figure 
1; column 4, line 47, through column 6, line 10; column 13, line 63, through column 14, line 24; 
column 16, line 55, through column 17, line 12; column 18, lines 33-48; column 25, lines 54-67; 
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buyers can view product information which includes prices; standard price corresponds to non- 
contract price; reference determines if contract or non-contract item price applies); 

- generating a quotation according to the quoted price (column 4, line 47, through column 
6, line 10; column 13, line 63, through column 14, line 24; buyers can view product information 
which includes prices); 

- a medium including encoded logic for management of quotations (Figure 1 ; column 4, 
line 47, through column 6, line 10; column 11, line 48, through column 12, line 35; column 13, 
line 63, through column 14, line 24; claim 1; buyers can view product information which 
includes prices; system uses software which runs on a server and must be stored on some sort of 
computer-readable medium). 

As per Claim 6 , Hare et al. further discloses searching prices of channel products; and 
calculating the standard price and storing the standard price in the database (Figure 1 ; column 4, 
line 47, through column 6, line 10; column 13, line 63, through column 14, line 24; column 16, 
line 55, through column 17, line 12; column 25, lines 54-67; column 27, lines 1-12). 

As per Claim 7 , Hare et al. further discloses searching contract information; and 
calculating an average price of contract prices, and storing the result in the database (Figure 1 ; 
column 4, line 47, through column 6, line 10; column 13, line 63, through column 14, line 24; 
column 16, line 55, through column 17, line 12; column 18, lines 33-48; column 22, lines 33-47; 
column 25, lines 54-67). 
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As per Claim 8. Hare et al. further discloses transmitting the quotation to the customer 
and storing the quotation in the database (Figure 1 ; column 4, line 47, through column 6, line 10; 
column 9, lines 26-61; column 13, line 63, through column 14, line 24; column 16, line 55, 
through column 17, line 12; column 18, lines 33-48; column 25, lines 54-67; column 27, lines 1- 
12; buyers can view product information which includes prices; item information, such as prices, 
are stored in system databases). 

Conclusion 

9. Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular portions of the references as applied to 
the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified citations are 
representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the 
individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested that 
the applicant, in preparing the responses, fully consider the references in entirety as potentially 
teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by 
the prior art or disclosed by the examiner. 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nathan Erb whose telephone number is (571) 272-7606. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mondays through Fridays, 8:30 AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on (571) 272-6708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Nathan Erb 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3628 
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